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MELBOURNE BUILDER AND DEVELOPER SERGIO AIELLO TOPPED THE LOT
: WHEN CREATING HIS FAMILY'S HOME HIGH ABOVE COMMERCIAL PREMISES
WORDS BELLA STANIC STYLING GLEN PROEBSTEL PHOTOGRAPHS SAM McADAM
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lgnering advice that black would
not work, the Alellos extended the
dogp charcoal hua of kitehen
cabinets (opposite page, bottom)
to the dining-room walls [this
paga), adding Bill Henson's
Untitled [1997/78] photagraph and
2 19408 Murano glass chandalier,
shipped from Pasadena. The celour
& “now emulated by all who visit”,
Simone says. The Cassina dining
table by Hannes Weltstein is
Nanked by Wegner 'CH_24" chalrs,
which plck up the lloer's limed
Amarican oak 1onas. (Opposite
page, topl In the living space Is a
tan leather Mariani modular sofa
and a Minottl 'Huber' onyx=1opped
eoflee=1able. Through the doorway
Is a glimpse of two paintings by
Tjawinn Porter Nampiljinga,

On the upper floor of his latest development — 5 restrained Liyer cake of shops,

offices and single dwelling just off Melbourne’s lnp strip, hapel Street = builder

developer Sergio Adello surveys his home, so ardully arranged by his wife, Simone,

th the satstaction of knowing it is the real icing on that cake. But all he says of his

stylish evrie is,“'We just live above a shop " This downplay brings to mind the remark
| !

that niot Hritish landscapes Rusell Page made on the virtnes of undersmtement

o build its own elaborations”

"l1t] leaves the imaginaton free

g

And that’s exactly what the liconic Sery i

v ddoes; hie builds spectacular elaborations

of the imagination, although they're constructions that were st dreamt up by other

minds wether its the crisp modernism of Melbourne ar hitect, MNeil Clerehan,
the distincty Avstralian style of Wayne Gillespie or the decorative elassicism ol

designier Stuart Rareli

Sergio co-directs the eponymous Aiello Construction business with his brother,

I
Danny, and s olwious that the comy

v gzets the big-budget building g, becane
the siblings and their artisan team = “many with us for 20 yeans” =~ can cralt the
55 the Aiellos a

distinet edge, But for this partcular project = his development of a 600-square-matre
; | |

detail as it has been drawn, In an age of shortcur structure, this

South Yarra sive (formerly a film lab and a clothing company), which his top-Hoor

ler ¢hose to elaborate on his boys-own
le

Ando, where dinner could be an over-the-balcony order from the catery below

home is now a part of = the hand

fantasy of a cast-in-place concrete fortress, in the style of Japanese architect Tadao

“There wasn't much here when we bought,” Sergio recalls of the uny side street

that has now all bt erased it industrial pase, " Te was shablw, and we wer

sire how to pro

of MeAllister Alcock Architects (formerly known as Neometro) had plenty ol

1, s0 we got architect Clare MeAllister involved.” The co-director

ol events, actually now

10 month =

experience i mixed-wse development = and, in a

works from the hirst-tloor olhice space « wed project sl a

homa
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bl senlptore that, a il wa anmneesd s aren i the apartient oo % and a woalden screen, [Dpposite page,
wrly post e dotivery s bnock 8 st bk o the Loy, poacbed s maomment " i top Left] The

ny pool. [Opposite
page, top right) Panquin acks
brighten up the study. [Opposite page,
boettom) Christian's tented bedroam

thiens B it o thae wall” shie oy
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(From left] N?Inm ‘Sandblasted’ laminate In Sable Gak,

T $116,16 per sm, from New Age Veneers, (02] 9457 9622,
Www.newageyeneers com.au, Laminate in Burnished
I N DE AI L Wood. from fﬁﬁ por sqm, Irom Laminex, 13 21 36, r 1 r
| /
ideas from the South Yarra home [ | E—
THINGS TO SOURCE. .. L
Texture & tone | BARK JOMERY The useofcusom v
Simone and Sergio Adello’s apartment made dark stalned American oak joinery E r
proves that conptemporary decor and o lofty in the study and kitchen helps unite the E
location doesn't havo Lo aqual an absence ol interiar, For a similar look, try Naviam E . ;
warmth or persenality. Simone achieyved ‘Sandblasted’ laminate in Sable Oak labove E |Above) Stromberg glass vases, $1100 k J L
this effect by avolding the austerity of cold, Left) trom Noew Agoe Veneers, IT timber is ! fora sot of throo, from € rystal Palace, \
open-plan minimalism at one extreme and nol your Lhing, try black polyurethane or : 102) 4841 1836, [Right] ‘Silkouslie’ seraen, | r
the dusty clulter of hearded collections at Laminex's Burnished Wood labove rightl, IF $4780. from James Salmend Furnilure |
the ather. The key to injecting intoroat and E www.lamessatmondiurniture.com
intimacy in such o space is textural and 7y LIGHTIMNG Simone s love of leature : i L
tonal variation. Simone s use of dark timber 2 lighting is evident through her pendants :: LOVE THA‘; TRY T”IS i
voneors, rich tobacco-brown leather and and table lamps, The white "Cobra” design m The fluld, organic lines of How To-“
warn “S0s timboer luenilure provides the by Elio Martinelli en the sideboard makes i decorative glass vessels certainly look | r 1 r anATE DRAMA
perfect balance for crisg white walls, Light a statement with its sculptural shape I impressive whan sot centrestage on COLOUR Simone has used dark-stained
aak lloors and the contemporary ‘frosting’ ‘| really appreciate vintage items, especially l a sideboard or table. Simone’s glassware L Amarican oak venser pansilng and folnery,
that comes from just a hint of stainless when it comon 1o lighting,” she says, : Includes a Tom Dixon vase and a blue i J L as a contrast to the crisp white walls, to
stoel, glass and chrome. The magic of i candlostick that belonged to her great- create dramatic Impact. Tonal variations
surface variation is that what you soes Z WALLPAPER Gane are the days : grandmaether. “Collections don't have : an a monochromatic palette are perfect
texturally, you can alse feel physically. ) of 705 pattorn excess, where whole i tobe complicated,” she says. “They can | for injecting mond into an interior and are
v Ih‘l;lsh“\‘f‘:'li IPRIARc DRSS PR 01 NG S0 I be anything from a burnt-out candie r a popular designer trick far making rooms
T Vi#\ . | WY A and psychedelic colour combinations ¢ gloss to a beautitul glass treasure that's | appear larger or smaller. To achieve
i + (' Contemporary wallpaper looks can i been sourced from an antique shop,” miaximum spectacle, use extrame tonal

be striking and detalled without being ' ICTETTREN Often under-utilised,

: cantrast, as Simone has, with large areas
over-the-top and overpowering a foom. i screens are one of the most elegant

of black and white te underscore the look,
DISPLAY Ceramics are the perfect objects
for introducing strong colour to a room
without going overboard, Play with a
collection of dilferant shapes and sizes and
create your own sculptural installation,

and lunctional ways to create decorative
intrigue. Simone's bedroom features
the Intricate, geometric patterns of
a timber design, which adds contrast to

the plain wall beyand, To find somaething ;

o INSIDER'S GUIDE

TO... CONTEMPOIAIY \ [Left) Anta ‘Belle’ table \ T A | similar, keep your eye on local antique | They are the ideal pieces for lonely gaps on
LOCAL DESIGNEIR FURNITURE \ lamp by Ostwald and  [IIENREE el : i auctlons or bric-a-brac stores or iry ; mantolpieces and sholves, Simono’s chaice
Simotie's hoime 18 L4llad with \ Nolting, $15 NI . A : i James Salmond’s "Silhouette’ for a of retro-style blue vases in the bedrosm
boaubilful design that uses sprong ! Hubs Fur e, WWW, ¥ L) 7 ' medern take on b classic !utdimj sEreen, picks up on similar tones in the wﬂltpﬂper
i atul seulpiural forms, Forr an hublurniture.com.au A 3 i : L R S, R AN NN behind, as well as referencing her passion
wabiallan apin on such a look, | i for design vintage objects, For colour and
W W8 an opportundty Lo pureh an artisan investment piece, try Bitossi's
iny Wi ey Riminl Blu ceramics, which have been in
Wil il I I praduction in Italy since 1953,
loaipenal |
I 2 | IFrom lelt] Bitossi
mdcd L andat ' " ) ‘Rimini Blu 184" bottle

] vase [24cm), $150,
and "Riminl Blu 12'

Vi . g

From an urban Line dravang Lo an orgimol

, ; : y really gre
Khad Liow, www. khoadliewdesign,com, | artwark that's been digilally reproduced to : . vase [16em), 79,
cole, hore are some wonders o your : e .
y | sty ' . : " C both from Hub
[Top) ‘Form'’ wall shelf, / wall. [Above left] “Cityscape’ wallpaper by : )lN [N(. 2 (,[ |/A\” ‘()) Furniture, wew
$4590, (right) Midland R— ) | Mivia Whites, B9 per 10m roll, lrem Graham i [Clockwise, from top Left] Billiani hubfurniture.com.au

Atelier ‘Amore Mio' low L i X Urown, waow grahinmb own.Com. o, *Numbers’ chalirs. from % ach, from
chalr, $4,348, both from e = ] (081 9328 3035, (Above centrel Pip Studio y Hub Fueniturn, 103] 2652 1222, "CH_20°
Form, [08] 9226 2161, i ‘Brocante’ paper by Eyllinges $998, Irom chalr by Hans J. Wegner, Iram $1585, lrom

www form.net.au. Verve Dovigner Collections, (03] 9112 2003 Corporate Culture, 1300 748 626. ‘No. BY

IAbove right] ‘Collection’ mural wallpapor Lo Corbusier’ chair, $335, from Thonet

from C159, trom Cotherine Hammerlon
COMBINE AND CONTRAST, SAYS SIMONE: “MY TIP [S§ TO MIX DIFFERENT SHAPES,
A ——————— 3
. BUT NOT TO GO OVERBOARD. THE KEY |S MODERAT ION!

102] 9332 1400, www thonot com.:

wrw catherinchammortlonslwp.com
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